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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS 
OF  THE  HIRAETHO<;  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Mr.  Chairman  and  Councillors, 

Mr.  Roberts  and  I have  pleasure  in  presenting  our  combined  report  on 
the  health  of  the  Rural  District  during  the  year  1964. 

VVe  wish  to  thank  you,  Mr.  Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Council, 
for  the  assistance  we  have  received  during  the  year.  We  also  thank  the 
Officials  and  Members  of  the  Staff  for  their  ready  assistance  at  all  times. 

Yours  faithfully, 

M.  JONES  ROBERTS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


The  Chairmen  of  the  Council  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : 
January  to  May — Councillor  John  Owen. 

June  to  December — Councillor  Dr.  I.  H.  Davies. 
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General  Statistics  of  the  Rural  District 


Area  of  the  district  93,097  acres. 

Registrar  General's  estimated  population  (mid-1964)  4,610 

Number  of  occupied  houses •••  1.582 

Rateable  Value  (1/4/64)  ; £112,611 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £440 


The  estimated  population  for  1964  was  4,510  compared  with  4,520  in 
1963,  a decrease  of  10. 


DEATHS ; 


Comparability  Factor 

1.01 

England  and 

Wales 

1964 

1963 

' 1964 

Crude  death  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ... 

11.3 

12.39 

11.3 

Corrected  death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

— 

12.51 

11.4 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  

— 

0.22 

NIL 

Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still- 
births)   ... 

16.3 

12.50 

NIL 

Maternal  mortality  rate 

0.26 

NIL 

NIL 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

20.0 

NIL 

13.9 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  legitimate 
live  births)  

— 

NIL 

14.3 

Infant  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  illegitimate 
live  births)  



Nil. 

NIL 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  (per  1,000  live 
birth)  first  four  weeks 

13.8 

NIL 

13.9 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  deaths  under 
1 week  per  1,000  total  live  births)  ... 



NIL 

13.9 

Peri-natal  mortality  rate  (still-births  and 
deaths  under  1 week  combined  per 
1,000  total  live  and  still-births)  

12.50 

13.9 

(3) 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  during 
the  year.  The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  1963  is  shown  in  the 
first  column  for  comparison  ; 


Cause  of  Death 

1 1968  Total 

1 

K 

V 

Total  all  ages  (1964) 

: Under  4 weeks 

1 

j 

J, 

1 

i 

I 

75  and  over  1 

Maligant  neoplasm,  stomach  

2 

'M  1 

-1 

-1 

1 

^ 1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Maligant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  

— 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast 

— 

M 

F 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

F 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  ... 

2 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

2 

F 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Diabetes 

— 

M 

F 

1 

1 

i— 

1 

M 

i 

1 

F 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  

— 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ii 

2 

11 

F 

8 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 4 

Coronary  disease,  angina  

5 

M 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ii 

1 2 

3' 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

Other  heart  disease 

9 

M 

1 

1 

— 

1 

F 

2 

2 

Other  circulatory  disease  

2 

M 

2 

2 

— 

F 

1 

1 

Pneumonia 

4 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

F 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

1 

M 

— 

F 

Bronchitis 

1 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 ^ 

Influenza 

— 

M 

2 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  

— 

I M 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 M 

1- 

■[  F 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 M 

— 

1 F 

1 

1 

1 

Hyperplasia  of  prostrate  

2 

M 

1 

— 

I- 

1 

2 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases ' 

' 21  M 

4 

! 11— 



1 

2 

3 

1 ^ 

j 1 

1 

M 

1 

1- 

- F 

' 

1- 

Al]  other  ^^o^.^r^ent§  

1 11  M 

1- 

( F 

— 1 — 

1- 

TOTAL.  ALL  CAUSES 

|31|  M 

23 

1 

— 

— 

1 3 

7 

|12 

1251  F 

28 

— 

2 

2]  7 

4 

113 
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There  were  51  deaths  during  the  year  compared  with  56  deaths  the 
previous  year,  giving  a death  rate  of  11.4  compared  with  12.51  in  1963,  and 
11.3  for  England  and  Wales.  Of  these,  36  deaths  occurred  in  persons  aged 
65  years  and  over. 

Cancer  was  the  cause  of  death  in  U instances  and  1 of  these  was  due 
to  lung  cancer. 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system  caused  11  deaths  in  the  older 
age  groups. 

Coronary  disease  and  angina  caused  8 deaths  and  they  were  all  persons 
over  the  age  of  65.  Other  heart  diseases  caused  8 deaths  and  other  circula- 
tory diseases  3. 

Pneumonia  accounted  for  2 deaths,  both  in  persons  over  65  years  of 
age,  and  similarly  with  Bronchitis  (2  deaths)  and  other  diseases  of  the 
respiratory  system  (3  deaths). 

There  was  1 death  due  to  a motor  vehicle  accident  but  no  deaths  were 
caused  by  any  other  accidents  or  accidents  in  the  home. 

STILL-BIRTHS. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  live  and  still-births)  was  NIL  com- 
pared with  12.50  in  1963  and  163  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual 
number  of  still-births  was  NIL  compared  with  1 the  previous  year. 

INFANT  DEATHS. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  was  13.9  compared  with  Nil  in  1963  and 
20.0  for  England  and  Wales.  The  actual  number  of  deaths  was  1.  This 
occurred  in  a baby  aged  3 hours  and  was  due  to  atelectasis  and  prematurity. 
It  is  doubtful  whether  this  death  was  unavoidable. 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  Rate  was  Nil  compared  with  Nil  in  1963  and 
0.25  for  England  and  Wales. 

BIRTHS  : 

Comparability  Factor 1.18 

Actual  number  of  births  registered  2 (1  male  and  1 female) 

Number  of  births  relating  to  residents  72  (38  males  and  34  females) 

There  are  no  Maternity  Hospitals  in  the  Rural  District  and  mothers 
are  admitted  to  Maternity  Homes  or  Hospitals  outside  the  area  for  their 
confinement. 

The  births  were  classified  as  follows  : 

Males  Females  Total 

Legitimate  37  33  70 

Illegitimate  1 1 2 


Total 38  34  72 


England  and  Wales 


1964  1963  1964 

Crude  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  ...  18.4  17.48  15.9 

Corrected  birth  rate  (per  1,000  population)  — 20.62  17.6 

Illegitimate  live  births  (per  cent,  of  total 

live  births)  — 6.33 


2.8 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 
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Notiable  Diseases 

TOTAL  1963 

TOTAL  1964 

AT  AGES 

Under  ] year 

1 — 5 years 

6 — 15  years 

a 

a; 

>. 

1 

2 

1 

*2  i 

<u  ! 
^ ! 

i 

T 

s 

1 

c 1 

rt  1 

V 

>. 

1 P 

c 

"C 

a 

>. 

1 1 
j - 

Scarlet  Fever I 

Measles  

Dysentry  

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  j 

2 

24 

1 

1 

7 

66 

2 

1 

26 

6 

35 

TOTAL  j 

28 

73 

2 

27 

41 

1 

1 

— 

1 1 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  the  total  number  of  infectious  diseases 
notified  during  the  year  was  73  compared  with  28  in  1963. 

As  will  be  seen,  no  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified  compared  with 

1 non-pulmonary  case  in  1963. 

There  were  66  cases  of  Measles  compared  with  24  the  previous  year. 
Two  of  these  occurred  in  babies  under  1 year  and  26  in  infants  aged  1-5 
years.  35  occurred  in  schoolchildren  whilst  one  occurred  in  a person  aged 
between  16  and  25  years,  and  one  in  a person  aged  over  65  years. 

There  were  7 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  compared  with  2 the  previous 
year.  Six  of  these  were  schoolchildren  attending  one  school  in  the  area  and 
one  child  was  under  school  age  and  was  a contact  to  one  of  the  school- 
children. 

No  cases  of  Dysentry  were  notified  compared  with  1 in  1963  but  a 
child  from  the  area  who  had  been  in  hospital  suffered  from  acute  appen- 
dicitis and  dysentry.  He  was,  however,  clear  on  discharge. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  notified  during  1964.  How- 
ever, 3 cases  of  suspected  Food  Poisoning  were  notified.  The  date  of  onset 
was  13th  of  December,  the  date  of  notification  w^as  the  14th,  and  these  were 
received  at  my  office  on  the  15th  and  during  this  period  all  the  food  that 
could  have  been  sent  for  bacteriological  examination  had  been  destroyed. 
On  following  up,  it  appeared  that  these  people  had  been  up  for  two  nights 
because  of  the  floods  which  occurred  at  that  time.  Several  other  people 
had  been  at  the  house  during  this  time  and  all  had  consumed  the  same 
food  but  only  three  people  had  diarrhoea.  They  were  treated  by  their 
doctor  and  were  quite  well  the  next  day. 

No  school  in  the  area  notified  any  cases  of  infectious  diseases. 

3 cases  of  Anthrax  in  animals  were  notified  but  following  investigation 
by  a Ministry  Veterinary  Officer,  2 only  were  confined.  The  Veterinary 
Officer  stated  there  w^as  no  danger  of  the  spread  of  infection  to  others 
through  the  milk  supply  in  these  cases  and  no  action  had  therefore  to  be 
taken.  No  cases  occurred  amongst  human  contacts  on  the  farms  concerned. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  on  the 
Register  at  the  beginning  and  end  of  1964  ; 

Pulmonary  Non-Pulmonary 
Males  Females  Males  Females  Tola 

Number  on  Register  1st  January,  1964  14  9 2 3 28 

Number  on  Register  31st  December,  1964  ...  12  1 2 3 18 

Ten  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  removed  from  the  Register 
during  the  year  (2  males  and  8 females),  8 of  these  having  recovered  and 

2 died. 
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Prevention  of  Infectious  Diseases 


Everyone  now  knows  that  Poliomyelitis,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough, 
Tetanus,  Smallpox  and  Tuberculosis  can  be  easily  prevented.  These  pro- 
cedures can  be  carried  out  either  by  the  General  Practitioner  or  at  the 
Clinic  and  all  parents  should  see  that  their  children  are  protected.  Record 
cards  are  handed  to  the  mother  by  the  Health  Visitor  when  she  first  visits 
the  new  baby.  Mothers  should  take  care  of  these  and  hand  them  to  the 
doctor  when  any  injection  is  given  as  prevention  against  these  diseases. 
The  majority  of  parents  take  care  of  these  cards  but  others  lose  them  or 
do  not  bother  to  hand  them  to  the  doctor  for  signature.  When  the  children 
come  of  school  age  the  cards  are  lost,  then  one  finds  that  parents  just 
cannot  remember  when  the  children  were  given  injections,  and  in  some 
cases  forget  whether  the  child  has  been  immunised  at  all. 

The  following  figures  supplied  by  the  County  Medical  Of6cer  show  the 
number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  : 

Oral  vaccine  is  used  generally  as  it  gives  better  immunity  than  by 
injection.  Vaccination  is  available  to  everyone  at  the  clinic  up  to  the  age 
of  40  years. 

AGAINST  POLIOMYELITIS  ; 

0 — 1 year  .. 

2 — 4 years 

5 — 14  years 
15 — 25  years 
26 — 40  years 
Others 

Total  57 


46 

8 

1 

1 

1 


Number  given  the  3rd  injection •••  1 

Number  of  children  given  the  4th  injection  — 

Number  given  1 dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  2 Salk  injections 2 

Number  given  1 dose  of  oral  vaccine  after  3 doses  of  Salk  vaccine  ...  — 

Numl^er  given  1 oral  after  2 Salk  and  1 oral  20 

Number  given  1 oral  after  3 oral  doses — 

AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA,  WHOOPING  COUGH  AND  TETANUS  ; 

3 injections  are  given  at  monthly  intervals  from  the  age  of  3 months 
with  a booster  dose  at  18  months.  Booster  doses  are  given  at  the  age  of  5 
and  10  against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was  as  follows  : 


Against  Diphtheria — 

Under  5 years — 

Over  6 years — 

Booster  doses 16 

Against  Diphtheria  and  Tetanus — 

Under  5 years 48 

Over  5 years  1 

Booster  doses  38 

Against  Whooping  Cough — 

Under  5 years  ..  46 

Over  5 years — ^ 

Booster  doses 32 
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AGAINST  SMALLPOX  : 

This  is  now  offered  to  babies  between  the  ages  of  1 and  2 years  as  it 
is  considered  safer  than  at  2 — 3 months. 

The  number  vaccinated  during  the  year  were  : 

Number  given  primary  vaccination — 


Under  5 years 30 

5 — 14  years — 

14  years  and  over 2 

Number  of  re-vaccinations 2 


AGAINST  TUBERCULOSIS  ; 

Children  at  School  from  the  a.ge  of  13  years  are  offered  this  protection. 
They  are  first  tested  by  the  Multiple  Puncture  method  and  if  there  is  no 
reaction,  they  are  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  If  the  tests  show  up  as  positive, 
this  means  that  the  child  has  had  small  doses  of  T.B.  and  may  have  immun_ 
ised  himself  or  has  the  disease.  In  this  case  they  are  referred  for  X-ray 
examination  either  at  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  or  at  the  Chest  Clinic. 
Several  children  who  are  positive  have  already  had  B.C.G,  vaccination 
earlier  in_life  because  they  were  contacts  to  a case  of  T.B.  Searcli  Is  also 
made  in  positive  cases  for  anyone  in  the  family  who  is  suffering  from  the 
disease  and  this  is  the  reason  why  all  the  family,  relatives,  next-door 
neighbours,  playmates,  etc.,  should  have  a test  or  an  X-ray. 

During  the  year,  Llanrwst  Secondary  Modern  School  and  Llanrwst 
Grammar  School  were  visited  for  the  purpose  of  testing  children  aged 
13  years  and  over  and,  where  necessary,  giving  B.C.G.  vaccination. 
The  number  of  children  tested,  etc.,  at  these  schools  were  as  follows- — 
children  from  the  Rural  District  attending  these  schools  are  included  in 
the  following  figures  ; 

Llanrwst 

Secondary  Modern  Grammar 


Number  of  children  tested 69  36 

Number  of  children  found  to  be  positive 14  9 

Number  of  children  found  to  be  negative  65  23 

Number  of  children  given  B.C.G.  vaccination  ...  59  31 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT  ; 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  did  not  visit  the  area  during  the  year. 

When  the  Unit  visits  the  area,  it  is  most  important  that  everyone  should 
be  examined  at  the  Unit,  especially  elderly  members  of  the  family  who 
can  easily  be  the  ones  infecting  the  younger  members  and  it  is  most  impor- 
tant that  they  should  attend  for  examination  although  they  often  feel  very 
well  and  have  no  reason  to  suspect  that  they  are  infectious. 

CARE  OF  THE  AGED  : 

No  action  was  taken  under  Section  47  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act,  1948,  during  the  year. 

MEALS  ON  WHEELS  : 

This  matter  was  considered  by  the  Council,  but  it  was  decided  to  take 
no  action  owing  to  difficulty  in  working  the  service  in  a rural  area.  How- 
ever, I feel  sure  this  matter  should  be  kept  in  mind.  Old  people  often 
do  not  bother  to  feed  themselves  properly  and  thus  become  less  capable 
of  looking  after  themselves  or  their  homes.  When  this  service  functions 
in  a town  or  village,  great  pleasure  is  derived  from  the  visit  of  the  person 
bringing  the  meal,  and  old  people  look  forward  to  the  meal  and  to  the 
social  contact. 
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Progress  of  Public  Health  within  the  District 

steady  advancement  was  achieved  during  the  year  which  was  aided  by 
the  implementation  of  the  full  effects  of  the  Llyn  Conwy  Trunk  Main  and 
Distribution  Scheme  ; the  headworks  of  the  Llyn  Conwy  scheme  were  for- 
mally opened  during  the  year.  Water  supply  has  always  been  a problem  in 
the  district,  and  the  lack  of  it  has  impeded  progress. 

The  work  of  modernising  and  improving  of  houses  with  provision  of 
full  drainage  disposal  facilities  proceeded  at  a good  rate,  such  that  it  is 
felt  that  the  main  factor  in  impeding  progress  now  appears  to  be  the 
limited  number  of  builders  and  contractors  in  the  area — in  fact  some  con- 
tractors have  indicated  that  they  are  fully  booked  for  twelve  months  in 
advance. 

SEWERAGE. 

At  the  termination  of  hostilities,  the  Council  embarked  on  a pro- 
gramme to  provide  all  the  villages  and  hamlets  in  the  district  with  adequate 
sewerage  facilities.  With  the  exception  of  the  village  of  Llanddoget  and  the 
hamlets  of  Groesffordd,  Tan  Lan  and  Mountain  View,  this  has  been  virtu- 
ally completed.  The  scheme  for  Mountain  Vhew,  providing  drainage  for 
nine  houses  to  septic  tank  installation,  was  practically  completed  by  the 
end  of  the  year,  the  Council’s  Consulting  Engineers — Messrs.  Richards 
& Dumbleton,  Birmingham — have  virtually  completed  proposals  for  Llan- 
ddoget, Tan  Lan  and  Groesffordd,  having  overcome  certain  factors  in  re- 
gard to  discharge  of  effluent  objections  by  the  River  Board.  It  is  antici- 
pated that  these  schemes  will  be  subject  to  inquiry  and  commencement 
in  1965. 

The  Council  make  every  effort  to  persuade  owners  of  individual  pro- 
perties to  provide  their  own  septic  tanks  and  at  the  same  time  modernise 
their  houses  ; every  effort  is  made  to  make  grants  available  under  the 
Housing  Acts.  The  Housing  Act,  1964,  now  permits  grants  for  septic  tank 
installations  and  this  helps  considerably  to  iron  out  what  the  Council  have 
felt  over  the  years  to  be  an  anomaly.  The  operation  of  the  Hill  Farming 
Acts  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  has  aJso  helped  considerably  in  this 
work. 

Statistics  in  regard  to  the  number  of  properties  connected  to  water 
carriage  drainage  can  be  seen  from  the  following  table — these  figures  do 
not  include  Council  Houses,  Licensed  Premises  and  Mansions  : 


Properties  drained  to  ; 

Properties  with  : 

Parish 

Sewer  Septic  Tank 

W.C. 

Wash-hand 

Bath  ..Basin 

1964 

1956 

1964 

1956 

1964 

1956 

1964 

1956 

1964 

1956 

Eglwysbach 

57 

50 

82 

38 

139 

88 

111 

51 

107 

60 

Llanddoget  

— 

— 

35 

12 

35 

12 

35 

11 

32 

13 

Llangernyw  

48 

— 

78 

46 

126 

46 

96 

48 

95 

52 

Gwvtherin  

la 

9 

32 

7 

45 

16 

40 

14 

38 

16 

Llanrwst  Rural  .. 

50 

16 

136 

75 

186 

91 

147 

81 

148 

86 

Tir  Ifan 

‘20 

— 

16 

12 

3(; 

12 

28 

7 

28 

10 

Pentrefoelas 

30 

— 

37 

19 

67 

19 

50 

18 

51 

18 

Cerrigydrudion  . . 

62 

73 

76 

34 

138 

107 

111 

57 

no 

65 

LLhangel  G.M.  .. 

7 

3 

31 

8 

38 

11 

35 

13 

35 

13 

Llangwm  

12 

14 

84 

34 

96 

48 

82 

38 

83 

45 

299 

165 

607 

285 

906 

450 

735 

338 

727 

378 
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The  increasing  number  of  septic  tanks  creates  a public  health  problem 
which  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  and  arises  from  the  clean- 
ing of  the  tanks — these  are  not  receiving  the  attention  they  require  in  being 
cleaned  out  once  or  twice  yearly.  It  is  a problem  which  affects  other  Rural 
Districts,  but  as  yet  it  appears  that  only  a few  have  taken  steps  to  solve 
the  problem.  Cleansing  at  present  is  very  intermittent  and  more  often  than 
not  as  a last  resort  when  the  tank  is  full  and  blocked.  In  such  cases  many 
owners  obtain  the  services  of  a private  contractor  who  operates  in  the 
district  at  a reasonable  charge  of  £3  per  tank.  Regular  cleansing  is  essential, 
otherwise  pollution  of  brooks,  ditches  and  streams  occurs,  which  is  an 
obvious  public  health  danger,  whilst  it  is  stressed  that  any  such  discharge 
is  an  infringement  of  the  Rivers  (Prevention  of  Pollution)  Act,  1961.  It 
cannot  but  be  felt  that  houses  which  are  connected  to  a sewer  reap  an 
unfair  advantage  of  a Council  operated  service,  which  should  also  be  avail- 
able in  the  form  of  free  cesspool  emptying  service,  at  least  once  a year,  in 
the  case  of  those  properties  connected  to  septic  tanks.  The  main  problem 
in  operating  such  a service  is  the  cost  involved,  which  would  entail  the 
purchase  of  a cesspool  emptier  of  about  650  gallons  and  the  employment 
of  two  persons  to  operate.  The  capital  outlay  on  the  vehicle  would  be  about 
£2,000  and  an  annual  wages  bill  in  the  region  of  £1,400. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL  WORKS. 

During  the  period  the  Welsh  Ofi&ce  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government  drew  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  Council’s  sewer  dis- 
posal works  were  not  receiving  adequate  periodic  attention.  An  additional 
workman  was  consequently  engaged  together  with  the  purchase  of  an  addi- 
tional vehicle.  The  present  position  is  that  there  are  14  works  with  3 men 
being  employed  full  time  upon  daily  maintenance  thereof.  Consequent  upon 
completion  of  the  schemes  at  Mountain  View,  Llanddoget,  Tan  Lan  and 
Groesflordd,  together  with  extensive  re-conditioning  and  enlarging  of  the 
sewage  disposal  plant  at  Cerrigydrudion,  and  the  taking  over  of  a small 
private  scheme  at  Dinas,  Betws-y-Coed,  there  is  a probability  that  this 
labour  force  will  have  to  be  increased. 

PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES. 

The  intention  to  provide  each  village  in  the  district  with  public  con- 
veniences proceeded  during  the  year.  The  schemes  for  Gwytherin  and 
Eglwysbach  are  in  an  advanced  stage  whilst  the  scheme  at  Liang wm  has 
been  commenced  and  should  be  completed  early  in  1965. 

The  maintenance  of  public  conveniences  within  the  district — Cerrigy- 
drudion, Llanfihangel  G.M.,  Pentrefoelas  and  Llangernyw — presents  pro- 
blems during  the  summer  months — due  to  gross  mis- use  and  filthy  habits 
of  the  users.  It  has  been  found  necessary  to  re-install  slot  locks,  consequent 
upon  severe  damage  and  fouling  of  installations.  Comment  must  be  made  in 
regard  to  County  Council  lay-bys,  especially  along  the  A. 5 trunk  road. 
As  road  traffic  increases  from  year  to  year,  these  lay-bys  are  becoming  more 
and  more  of  a problem,  which  is  not  helped  by  the  itfnerant  caravanner 
who  stops  at  the  lay-bys  overnight.  This,  it  is  felt,  is  not  a problem  for  the 
Rural  District  Council  to  face  alone,  but  should  be  faced  equally  by  the 
County  Council  and  Ministry  of  Transport  in  conjunction  with  the  Rural 
District  Council.  It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  some  leeway  is  being  made  on 
this  problem  on  a national  basis. 

WATER  SUPPI.Y. 

As  indicated  elsewhere  the  bulk  of  the  work  in  regard  to  the  distri- 
bution mains  within  the  area  was  completed,  thus  assuring  for  the  first 
time  that  the  majority  of  the  water  consumers  within  the  district  will  have 
a safe  and  satisfactory  water  supply  which  will  be  unaffected  during  dry 
periods.  Consequent  upon  this  the  various  small  schemes  and  their  head- 
w'orks  have  been  eliminated,  thus  lessening  the  work  of  maintenance. 
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In  addition  to  the  comprehensive  scheme,  the  Council  have  had  fur- 
ther extension  schemes  prepared  by  the  Consulting  Engineers  to  serve  a 
further  118  properties,  at  an  estimated  cost  of  £'110,000.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  Inquiry  into  these  will  be  held  early  in  1965, 

It  is  rather  ironic  that  at  the  very  period  that  the  Council  virtually 
completed  their  schemes  and  solved  the  serious  lack  of  water  supply  within 
the  area,  that  they  should  be  taken  over  by  the  new  West  Denbighshire 
and  West  Flintshire  Water  Board,  which  comprises  of  Ruthin,  Aled 
Edeymion,  St.  Asaph  and  Hiraethog  Rural  Districts,  Llanrwst  Urban 
District,  and  Ruthin  and  Denbigh  Boroughs. 

No  private  water  supply  schemes  were  executed  during  the  year,  it 
being  apparent  that  most  farms  which  are  not  able  to  take  advantage  of 
mains  water  supply  having  now  completed  their  own  private  schemes.  It 
is  hoped  ultimately  to  correlate  all  these  small  schemes  so  that  regular 
periodic  sampling  can  take  place.  Generally,  the  quality  of  these  small 
supplies  is  satisfactory,  although  affected  in  some  instances  by  drought 
conditions  and  the  lack  of  regular  maintenance  and  cleansing. 

From  the  statistics  supplied  it  is  seen  that  some  houses  still  have  to 
rely  on  shallow  open  wells.  Some  of  these  must  be  improved  although  often 
the  houses  so  involved  are  the  type  which  are  unfit  and  cannot  be  repaired 
at  a reasonable  expense. 

Prior  to  the  charging  of  the  existing  mains  from  the  comprehensive 
Llyn  Conwy  scheme,  the  accompanying  tables  show  the  bacteriological  and 
chemical  analysis  of  the  water  from  the  various  schemes  : 


In  parts  per  million  of  water. 


(11) 


oouiJB^ 
poB  oqa^ 


noiprupASiiiaQ 


qDsqsXM|83 


jnpnj_  XpuBj 


'MO 

laStXBqgusn 


awqt.'isiQ 


AXaiaSue]'] 


asji  X^Ads^ 


p90oXaqo{\[ 


t«[9opj}n»j 


I I I 


O O -.O 

O CO  <x> 


Mill 


O (71 

d d 


o o 

d d 


O i-i 

d d 


55  Z 


Mill 


II  II  I 


O OJ 

d d 


z § 2 2 


CO  lO 

o d 


O CN 

d 00 


C<J  oj 

o 6 


^ S <i> 
E3  T3  c 

S 2 0.5 

c/5  I 'O 


0 0 0 0 00 


«0  00 

fl  p 

^2  2 
'rP  '^JB 


.2  iH 

Cl  c 0) 


CX)  o 


oS 


rp  .-p 


O O 00 

d d d 


o p o 

d 30  CO 
CO  Cl 


d p 

rp  .03  P 2 

^ ^ -2  s 

o! 


55  ^ 55  55 


o o 
d ci 


oopoooooo 
d 


‘■".2 
9 P 

CO  o 


o o o o o o 


CdD  P 

P 

o 


55  ^ 


4) 

•+J 
2 
p 

p 
V 

CuO 

o -t: 

W)  u 

U 4J 
2 2 


: P : 
: Sfe 


M-l  QO 

s -s 

o P 

d e 

II 

*-<  ^ 

o ^ 


.5 


0 P 

6 .5 

1 ^ 


p 5 


O 


c/) 

"O 
p 

4)  P t3 
D X) 

1-4  — <P 

lu  < ^ 


<U  CO  s 

a .2  E 

V O rt'i 


g 

X K 


S - 8 


t->  x‘. 


ci  fl 

§ E 

2 o 

P -4 

6 15 

3 - 


p 'o 

■Tj  <U 

« > 
S o 
.S  .2 

«)  p 


S 'S  ^ c s 

S t>  ^ p:  3 

§ ^ ^ J ‘.2  ^ ™ 

cS  d I ^ 


Action  on  copper  in  34  hours  .. 


(12) 


OOOOOOOOOO 

OOOOOOOOOO 

43  4h 

waiOTtncnwcotnaicn 

"Xj  43  4J  Ip  ‘P  'p  'p  ’P  ’p 
rtaSaScdrtCTJnjajrfcti 
c/)c/)'y)c/5c/)c/}cncrK/^c/! 

I I I I I II 


I I I 


t/)cflc/)tfl(yic/3!/)c/2Wcn 

cncotnwt«cO!/3MOTt« 

rtctic^rartrfcBcocort 

ooOoOouCuc 


< 

z 

< 


o 

o 

u 

o 


E 

< 

CO 


OOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOO 


OOOOOOOOOO 


<0  O O tp  CD ,CO  CO  CD  CO 

0«1CCIOJ(MC^2^(M<ND«CQ 

0»DiOlD40y5»DOCOcC 

D1'N'MCCIfN'»^<ND50^C^ 


(13) 

Generally  speaking  the  water  arising  within  the  district  has  a high  pH 
value  and  as  such  has  vigorous  action  on  lead  and  galvanised  pipes.  The 
Council’s  Water  Bye-laws  have  in  the  past  prevented  the  use  of  this  mater- 
ial in  the  Parishes  of  Llangernyw  and  Ysbyty  Ifan.  Whilst  the  present  water 
supply  is  a corrected  one,  these  remarks  will  still  apply  in  regard  to  small 
private  schemes  in  operation  within  the  district.  Overall  it  can  be  stated 
that  the  water  supply  demands  of  the  area  are  now  relatively  satisfactory 
in  quality  and  quantity,  although  anomalies  must  occur  in  isolated  proper- 
ties and  pockets. 

The  Council  decided,  in  view  of  the  imminent  formation  of  the  new 
Water  Board,  not  to  submit  the  water  supply  of  the  various  small  schemes 
for  chemical  analysis  for  fluoride  content. 

It  is  suggested  that  as  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  take  regular  water 
samples  from  farm  supplies,  which  are  used  in  the  course  of  milk  production 
and  bottling  operations,  that  these  reports  should  be  made  available  to  the 
District  Council.  This  would  help  to  solve  the  duplicating  of  work  and  would 
be  of  great  use  in  keeping  a check  on  the  private  water  supply  schemes 
within  the  district. 


The  number  of  dwelling 
Council’s  mains  are  as  follows 

houses  and 

population 

supplied 

from  the 

Parish 

No.  of  dwellings 
supplied 
direct 

i 

Population 

1 

1 

No.  of  Dwellings 
supplied  by 
Stand  Pipe 

Population 

1 

1 ! 

Eglwysbach  

161 

483 

— 

— 

Llanddoget 

78 

240 

4 

6 

Llangernyw  

172 

516 

— 

— 

Gwytherin 

51 

153 

— 

— 

Llanrwst  Rural  

250 

750 

2 

5 

Tir  Ifan 

42 

126 

— 

— 

Pentrefoelas  

105 

315 

— 

— 

Cerrigydrudion  

210 

630 

8 

20 

Llanfihangel  G.M 

40 

120 

— 

— 

Llangwm  

98 

294 

— 

— 

1207 


3637 


14 


31 
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The  increase  in  the  number  of  dwellings  now  receiving  a piped  water 
supply  cun  be  seen  in  the  following  table  ; here  again  the  figures  do  not 
include  Council  Houses,  Mansions  and  Licensed  Premises,  all  of  which  have 
a piped  water  supply  : 


Mains  Supply  Private  Supply 

Internal  External  Internal  Extenal  Well  Supply,  etc. 


1964 

1956  1964  1956 

1964 

1956  1964  1956  1964 

1956 

Eglwysbach  ... 

..  158 

116 

3 

10 

60 

48 

5 

8 

20 

50 

Llanddoget  ...  . 

..  82 

— 

— 

— 

7 

25 

2 

10 

1 

31 

Llangernyw  ... 

..  171 

55 

1 

13 

55 

56 

1 

5 

36 

72 

Gwy therin  ...  . 

..  51 

18 

— 

2 

25 

13 

1 

3 

8 

27 

Llanrwst  Rural 

..  248 

20 

2 

13 

127 

125 

7 

10 

42 

145 

Tir  Ifan 

..  42 

11 

0 

14 

15 

14 

— 

— 

2 

4 

Pentrefoelas  ... 

..  104 

22 

1 

7 

17 

23 

1 

8 

29 

65 

Cerrigydrudion 

..  202 

93 

8 

44 

51 

30 

— 

5 

29 

60 

Ll’hangel  G.M. 

. 40 

18 

— 

4 

30 

18 

2 

6 

19 

44 

Llangwm  ...  . 

..  96 

9 

2 

0 

82 

79 

7 

16 

39 

73 

1194 

362 

17 

10'7 

469 

431 

26 

71 

216 

571 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections 430 

Samples  taken  from  public  supplies 10 

Samples  taken  from  private  supplies 14 

Satisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  ...  14 


Unsatisfactory  samples  taken  from  public  supplies  Nil 
HOUSING. 

Under  Section  1 of  the  Housing  Act,  1954,  a report  was  submitted  to 
the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  indicating  that  242  houses 
were  classified  as  unfit  and  could  not  be  repaired  at  a reasonable  expense. 
A further  171  houses  were  regarded  as  border-line  cases.  All  houses  were 
classified  following  a comprehensive  house-to-house  survey  and  were  subse- 
quently divided  as  follows  : 

Class  1 — Satisfactory  in  all  respects. 

Class  2 ; Defective,  requiring  action  under  Public  Health  Act,  or 
Section  9 Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  3 : Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  itnprovements,  of  a 
more  extensive  nature  than  2.  Possibly  action  under  Section  9 could  be 
taken,  but  probably  preferable  under  Section  16,  Housing  Act,  1957. 

Class  4 : Extreme  dis-repair  and  suggested  for  demolition,  either 
individually  or  collectively  as  Clearance  areas. 

The  figures  as  given  below  show  the  present  position  in  regard  to 
dwelling  houses  and  agricultural  properties  and  the  relative  position  in 
1956.  It  will  be  seen  that  tremendous  strides  have  been  made  in  dealing 
with  the  problem — in  fact,  of  the  original  Class  4,  only  58  houses  remain, 
whilst  the  figure  for  Class  3 has  dropped  to  59. 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CLASSES  — AGRICULTURAL  AND  DOMESTIC 

1964  


Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total 

Eglwysbach  .. 

...  45 

30 

3 

4 

94 

31 

6 

3 

216 

Llanddoget  ... 

...  8 

6 

1 

— 

42 

4 

1 

— 

62 

Llangernyw  ... 

...  42 

31 

10 

6 

52 

39 

1 

6 

187 

Gwytherin  . . . 

...  23 

9 

2 

1 

18 

3 

— 

— 

56 

Llanrwst  Rural 

...  69 

48 

10 

7 

66 

50 

7 

8 

265 

Tir  Ifan  

...  12 

3 

— 

— 

18 

2 

— 

2 

37 

Pentrefoelas  . . . 

..  20 

25 

3 

1 

33 

25 

1 

4 

112 

Cerrigydrudion 

...  47 

27 

2 

1 

68 

44 

5 

9 

203 

Ll'hangel  G.M. 

...  22 

29 

6 

— 

17 

11 

— 

— 

85 

Llangwm 

..  35 

52 

1 

2 

44 

32 

— 

4 

170 

323 

260 

38 

22 

452 

241 

21 

36 

1393 

1956 


Parish 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

3 

4 ' 

Total 

Eglwysbach  

14 

47 

16 

9 

65 

56 

8 

17 

232 

Llanddoget  

5 

6 

4 

2 

8 

27 

4 

10 

66 

Llangernyw  

18 

57 

12 

16 

29 

38 

10 

21 

201 

Gwytherin  

5 

20 

8 

6 

6 

13 

2 

3 

63 

Llanrwst  Rural  .. 

30 

79 

19 

17 

58 

56 

8 

47 

314 

Tir  Ifan  

4 

8 

1 

2 

5 

9 

8 

6 

43 

Pentrefoelas  

7 

35 

2 

1 

21 

36 

10 

13 

125 

Cerrigydrudion 

12 

52 

11 

6 

40 

53 

25 

34 

233 

Ll’hangel  G.M.  .. 

13 

33 

...  9 

4 

8 

16 

3 

4 

90 

Llangwm  

17 

62 

8 

4 

42 

32 

3 

9 

177 

125 

399 

90 

67 

282 

336 

81 

164 

1544 

UNFIT  HOUSES. 

The  following  statistics  were  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 


Local  Government  for  the  year  : 

Unfit  houses  closed  under  Section  16  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957  ...  23 

Unfit  houses  made  fit — 

After  infortnal  action  by  the  Council 49 

After  formal  action  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  5 

After  formal  action  under  the  Housing  Acts  23 


The  time  has  now  come  when  greater  emphasis  must  be  placed  upon 
inspection  of  houses  and  serving  of  notices  for  the  requisite  repairs  and 
improvement.  The  whole  position  is  however  complicated  as  there  is  a 
complete  saturation  of  the  building  workers  potential  within  the  area, 
and  as  such  they  are  not  interested  in  carrying  out  general  repair  work. 
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The  coming  into  operation  of  the  Housing  Act,  1964,  with  the  possi- 
bilit}^  of  declaring  improvement  areas  will  not  affect  the  Council  to  a great 
extent,  although  there  are  some  isolated  pockets  which  might  be  declared 
in  this  manner  for  the  provision  of  full  drainage  facilities.  The  Council 
must,  however,  bear  the  Act  in  mind  and  fully  implement  its  provisions, 
even  to  those  isolated  cases. 

PRIVATE  BUILDING. 

This  is  extremely  limited  within  the  district  and  only  one  private  dwell- 
ing was  completed  during  the  year.  There  were  however  seven  other  private 
dwellings  and  two  farm-houses  in  the  course  of  construction. 

A greater  interest  is  being  shown  in  the  area  of  Llanddoget  for  residen- 
tial development.  It  appears  that  many  people  wish  to  escape  from  the 
valley  floor  of  the  town  of  Llanrwst  ; coupled  with  this  is  the  fact  that 
potential  land  for  private  building  within  the  area  of  Llanrwst  Urban 
District  is  limited. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS. 

Every  attempt  is  made  to  induce  owners  to  take  advantage  of  the 
grants  available  under  the  Housing  Acts  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  extension 
of  the  Standard  Grant  Scheme  will  serve  as  an  added  inducement  to  the 
various  owners.  In  such  a scattered  and  sparsely  populated  area,  this  grant 
appears  to  be  ideally  suited  to  solve  the  Council's  housing  problem.  The 


figures  for  the  year  are  as  follows  : 

Discretionary  Grants 13  £5,186 

Standard  Grants 16  £2,099 


To  date  £37,280  has  been  paid  in  Discretionary  Grants  and  a further 
£7,727  promised,  and  £8,173  has  been  paid  in  Standard  Grants  with  a 
further  £3,595  (maximum)  promised. 

Mention  should  be  made  of  the  fact  that  where  houses  are  improved 
with  the  aid  of  grants  under  the  Hill  Farming  Acts,  co-operation  is  main- 
tained with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  to  ensure  that 
the  houses  are  brought  to  a standard  similar  to  that  required  by  the 
Council  for  Discretionary  Grant  aid. 


ERECTION  OF  COUNCIL  HOUSES. 


No  Council  Houses  were  erected  during  the  year,  but  the  Council  feel 
that  there  is  urgent  need  for  further  new  houses  in  the  District  and  as  a 
result  engaged  the  services  of  a private  firm  of  Chartered  Architects — 
Messrs.  G.  Parry  Davies  & Associates,  Colwyn  Bay,  and  a programme  as 
follows  has  been  drawn  out — 


Pandy  Tudur  ; 2 houses. 
Llanddoget  ; 2 houses. 

Capel  Garmon  ; 2 houses. 
Pentrefoleas  : 2 houses. 
Cerrigydrudion  : 8 bungalows. 


Llangernyw  : 2 houses. 
Eglwysbach  : 2 houses. 
Ysbyty  Ifan  : 2 houses.. 
Llanfihangel  G.M.  ; 2 houses. 
Llangw^m  : 2 houses. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  above  scheme  will  be  commenced  during  the 
coming  year  and  a further  tentative  scheme  for  56  units  has  been  decided. 


The  Council  feel  that  two-bedroomed  bungalows  are  admirably  suited 
to  the  district,  not  only  from  the  point  of  view  of  aged  persons,  but  also 
from  that  of  small  families.  It  is  possible  that  further  consideration  will  be 
given  by  the  Council  to  the  re-distribution  of  the  existing  tenants — in 
this  respect  any  individual  person  who  occupies  a three-bedroomed  house 
will  \xi  requested  to  transfer  to  a smaller  unit. 
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REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL. 

The  present  refuse  collection  system  is  on  a fortnightly  basis,  tipping 
being  carried  out  at  one  central  tip  at  Pentrefoelas.  During  the  year  the 
Council  gave  very  serious  consideration  to  the  fact  that  from  the  hygiene 
point  of  view,  refuse  should  be  collected  weekly,  and  several  discussions 
have  taken  place  to  find  out  the  best  manner  in  which  this  can  be  accom- 
plished. After  very  full  consideration  it  has  been  suggested  that  this  can 
be  achieved  most  economically,  due  to  the  very  scattered  nature  of  the 
area,  by  providing  open  vehicles,  manned  by  one  driver /loader  and  the 
collection  of  the  household  refuse  being  made  by  the  paper  or  plastic  sack 
system.  Further  consideration  will  be  given  to  this  matter  in  the  coming 
year. 

The  following  statistics  are  submitted  in  regard  to  the  services  : 
Vehicle — Karrier  Fore-and-aft  Tipper. 

Men  employed — 3 (2  driver /loaders,  1 loader). 

No.  of  premises  from  which  refuse  is  removed  1,070 

Total  cost £3,166 

Cost  per  premises  collected  £2/19/-  (approx.) 

Total  mileage  in  the  year 10,829 

Mileage  per  gallon 12.3 

NIGHT  SOIL  COLLECTION. 

At  present  night  soil  is  collected  in  the  area  of  Mountain  View,  Llan- 
ddoget,  Groesfiordd  and  Tan  Lan.  The  collection  from  Mountain  View  will 
be  ceased  in  1965,  whilst  it  is  hoped  that  the  collection  in  the  remaining 
areas  will  cease  in  about  twelve  months,  on  completion  of  the  proposed 


sewerage  scheme. 

No.  of  premises  from  which  night  soil  is  collected 28 

Cost  of  collection £429 

Cost  per  premises  collected £15  (approx.) 

LITTER  BASKETS 


The  contract  with  the  Denbighshire  County  Counciil  to  empty  the 
litter  baskets  provided  at  lay-bys,  in  the  sum  of  £12  per  basket,  was  con- 
tinued during  the  year.  This  system  appears  to  be  working  well  to  elimi- 
nate the  nuisance  which  had  been  occurring  by  over-accumulation,  especially 
during  statutory  holiday  and  peak  holiday  periods. 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

The  sharing  of  the  services  of  a full-time  Rodent  Operator  with  the  Nant 
Conway  Rural  District  Council  was  continued  during  the  year.  The  Council 
make  annual  contracts  with  farmers  for  the  eradication  of  rats  from  their 
properties  and  the  system  appears  to  be  working  well. 

At  one  time  during  the  year  it  was  thought  that  immunity  to  warfarin 
was  coming  apparent  to  rodents  within  the  district,  especially  at  Pentre- 
foelas Refuse  Tip.  It  was  however  found  to  be  due  to  inadequate  technique 
in  the  laying  of  baits.  The  major  infestation  of  rats  which  occurred  at  the 
sewerage  works  and  the  village  was  eliminated  by  block  baiting  over  a 
period  of  three  weeks. 


Dwelling  Agricultural  All  other  Total 
Houses  (including 
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MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

Except  for  a few  caravans  at  peak  holiday  periods,  the  area  cannot 
be  said  to  be  popular  for  this  type  of  holiday.  It  is  noted,  however,  that 
many  farmers  are  now  becoming  aware  of  their  legal  right  under  the 
Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960,  in  regard  to  the 
taking  of  three  caravans,  if  they  have  an  acreage  of  over  5 acres.  Nine  site 
licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Council  and  on  inspection  of  the  sites  all 
were  found  to  be  well  maintained  in  accordance  with  the  conditions  of 
the  Licences  issued. 

FOOD  PREMISES. 

The  standard  of  food  handling  shops  within  the  district  has  con- 
siderably improved,  but  some  work  is  still  required  to  be  done  in  regard  to 
the  structure  of  the  premises  and  also  the  educating  of  the  persons  in  the 
sphere  of  food  handling.  In  this  respect  it  cannot  but  be  felt  that  the 
customer  has  a great  deal  to  contribute  by  speaking  his  mind  if  he  sees 
any  infringement  of  good  food  handling  practice,  and  refusing  the  com- 
modity if  regarded  as  being  unsuitable,  as  much  in  handling  as  in  quality. 
He  should  also  make  a point  of  complaining  to  the  Health  Department. 
However,  the  customer  must  also  bear  in  mind  that  he  or  she  has  much 
to  contribute  in  regard  to  food  hygiene  in  the  way  the  food  is  handled 
when  it  arrives  at  the  home.  In  this  respect  any  open  food,  especially 
tinned  meat  or  meat  in  the  form  of  pies  or  cooked  meat,  or  any  cream 
commodity,  should  be  stored  in  a cool  place. 

The  following  table  relates  to  food  premises  in  the  district  and  the 
inspections  carried  out  : 

No.  of  No.  of 

Premises  Visits  Paid 


Shops 66  134 

Bakehouses 3 14 

Public  Houses  and  Hotels 13  82 

Cafes 16  308 

School  Canteens 12  44 

Bed  and  Breakfast  Accommodation  •••  31  20 

Vans  and  Stalls 21  19 

Slaughterhouses ; 1 606 

Butchers'  Shops 6 110 


SHOPS. 

The  shops  within  the  district  are  small  combined  shops  and  dwelling 
houses,  being  mostly  family  concerns.  Three  of  the  butchers'  shops  are 
registered  for  the  manufacture  of  sausages. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

The  three  bakehouses  in  the  district  have  been  well  maintained  during 
the  year,  and  their  products  are  of  excellent  standard. 

ICE  CREAM. 

No  ice  cream  is  manufactured  in  the  district,  but  there  are  eighteen 
registrations  for  the  sale  of  the  pre-packed  product.  Twelve  samples  were 
taken  during  the  year  and  all  were  returned  as  satisfactory. 
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UNSOL^ND  FOOD. 

The  under-mentioned  foods  were  seized  during  the  year  : 

1  X 9 lb.  8 oz.  Boiled  Ham  (Danish). 

1 X 1 lb.  13  oz.  tin  Bartlett  Pears  (South  Africa). 

72  lbs.  Corned  Beef  (Libby's). 

1^  cwts.  Beef. 

1 X 1 lb.  3 oz.  Garden  Peas  (Smedleys). 

1x7  ozs.  tin  Corned  Beef  (Libby's). 

2 lb.  4 oz.  Leg  Fillet  of  Lamb. 

2 lb.  5 oz.  Brisket  and  Neck  of  Beef. 

3 lb.  3 oz.  Middle  Neck  and  Chump  Chops. 

MILK. 

No  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the  year.  Frankly,  it  is  felt  that 
better  division  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Rural  District  Council  and  the 
County  Council  in  this  respect  should  be  made  clearer.  Whilst  the  District 
Council  is  the  over-riding  authority  responsible  in  regard  to  public  health, 
it  appears  that  their  power  on  the  matter  is  very  limited,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  it  is  noted  that  the  County  Council  do  not  have  sufiheient  Pub. 
lie  Health  staff  to  satisfactorily  carry  out  milk  sampling,  e.g.  examination 
re  brucella  abortus.  Some  guidance  from  the  County  Council  as  a Food  and 
Drugs  Authority  would  be  welcome. 

LICENSED  PREMISES. 

All  the  licensed  premises  were  generally  well  maintained  during  the 
year,  and  the  standard  of  catering  and  food  handling  was  satisfactory. 

SCHOOL  CANTEEN. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  in  all  the  school  canteens  was 
found  to  be  generally  high.  As  has  been  stated  in  previous  reports  the 
only  canteen  which  is  not  of  good  structural  standard  is  that  at  Llanger- 
nyw,  but  improvement  thereof  will  probably  have  to  be  with-held  pending 
the  erection  of  a new  village  hall. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

No  trades  are  registered  under  Section  107  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  neither  are  there  any  fish  frying  premises. 

FOOD  SAMPLING. 

We  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Evans,  Chief  Inspector  of 
Weights  and  Measures  for  the  County  of  Denbighshire,  for  permission  to 
include  the  following  table  : 


Article 

No.  Taken 

Genuine 

Not  Genuine 
or  sub-standard 

MILK  ...  

8 

6 

2 

Butter  

2 

2 

— 

Jam  

1 

1 

— 

Ice  Cream  

1 

1 

— 

Whiskey 

1 

1 

— 

TOTALS 1 

1 13  1 

1 11  1 

1 2 
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Two  of  the  eight  milk  samples  taken  in  this  district  during  the  year 
were  reported  by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  deficient  in  fat.  In  one 
instance  the  fat  deficiency  was  found  on  “ Appeal  to  Cow  " samples  being 
taken  to  be  due  to  the  cows  giving  milk  which  was  sub-standard  and  in 
the  other  case  the  deficiency  was  so  slight  as  to  be  dealt  with  by  advice 
and  a caution. 


OFFICES.  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963. 

This  Act  came  into  operation  on  the  1st  May,  1964,  and  its  importance 
can  be  considered  to  those  employed  in  the  affected  premises  as  being  of 
similar  importance  to  that  of  the  Factories  Act.  Whilst  the  Rural  District 
is  primarily  agricultural  in  character,  with  small  villages  and  hamlets,  it 
is  surprising  to  see  from  the  statistics  that  the  Act  affects  64  persons 
employed  in  24  registered  premises. 

During  the  coming  year  these  premises  will  be  re-inspected  to  ascertain 
any  contraventions,  whereupon  the  Council  will  have  to  consider  taking 
action  and/or  the  possibility  of  granting  exemptions  for  a limited  period, 
regard  to  sanitary  accommodation  and  other  matters  specified  in  the  Act. 
For  the  period  under  consideration  therefore,  the  only  inspections  which 
have  been  carried  out  are  for  the  purpose  of  registration  and  other 
incidental  matters. 

It  may  be  stated,  however,  that  the  Act  does  not  appear  to  present 
many  problems  within  the  district. 

SLAUGHTERING. 

Slaughtering  continues  in  the  one  licensed  premises  in  the  district — 
Coed-y-Celyn,  Betws-y-Coed.  As  demanded  by  the  Meat  (Inspection)  Re. 
gulations,  1963,  100  per  cent  meat  inspection  was  maintained.  In  order  to 
overcome  any  shortcomings  during  sickness  and  leave,  a joint  service  has 
been  established  with  the  Llanrwst  U.D.  Council  to  secure  that  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors  of  the  two  authorities  assist  each  other  as  may  be  required. 
The  system  is  based  on  a free  reciprocal  service  up  to  a maximum  of  30 
hours  in  any  one  year  for  each  authority,  and  thereafter  at  a charge  of 
15s.  Od.  per  hour. 

Charges  made  on  butchers  for  inspection  are  as  laid  down  in  the 
Regulations,  viz..  Bovine  animal,  2/6  ; calf  or  pig,  9d.  ; sheep  or  lamb,  6d. 

The  slaughterhouse  has  been  well  maintained  throughout  the  year,  but 
concern  is  still  expressed  at  the  irregular  hours  of  slaughtering  which  neces- 
sitates regular  working  Sundays  and  statutory  holidays,  together  with  one 
or  two  evenings  per  week. 

FACTORIES. 

There  are  no  large  factories  in  the  district,  but  there  are  33  which  are 
so  classified.  Each  was  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 
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Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by  refrigeration  . 
Generalised  and  totally  condemned 


INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES 

The  following  indicates  work  carried  out  during  the  year- 
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GENERAl.  SUMMARY. 

No.  of  Visits  and  Inspections 4427 

No.  of  Complaints  received 374 

No.  of  Informal  Notices  served  224 

No.  of  Statutory  Notices  served  17 

SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS. 

Visits  to  Tents,  Vans,  Sheds 61 

,,  .,  Factories  and  Workshops 61 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  14 

,,  ,,  Public  Conveniences 30 

,,  ,,  Licensed  Premises 82 

Visist  re  Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  576 

,,  ,,  Rodent  Control 181 

Visit  to  Schools  30 

,,  ,,  Butchers’  Shops 110 

,,  ,,  Other  Shops  and  Stalls 134 

,,  ,,  Sewerage  Works  40 

Visits  re  Water  Supply 430 

,,  ,,  Housing 740 

,,  ,,  Drainage 668 

,,  ,,  Infectious  Disease 30 

,,  Canteens 44 

,,  ,,  Milk  Distributors 20 

Visits  to  Food  Preparing  Premises 306 

,,  .,  Ice  Cream  Premises  50 

Miscellaneous  Visits 422 

Visits  re  Meat  Inspection 606 

4,427 
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Provisions  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area 

LABORATORY  SERVICE. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  is  at  Conway  and  samples  of  water, 
milk  and  ice  cream  are  sent  there  for  bacteriological  examination.  Other 
types  of  bacteriological  examinations  are  also  carried  out  to  aid  in  the 
diagnosis  of  illness,  e.g.,  food  poisoning,  scarlet  fever,  meningitis,  etc. 

.\MBULANCE  SERVICE. 


This  service  is  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Ofhcer  of  Health  at 
Wrexham,  but  Denbigh,  Llanrwst  and  Llangernyw  ambulances  are  under 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ambulance  Sub- Station  at  Cdwyn  Bay. 


Denbigh 

1 

j 

Ruthin 

i 

Llanrwst 

L angemyw 

Cerrigydrudion 

Totals 

Number  of  cases  con- 
veyed   

6,874 

3,675 

71 

j 2,585 

j 120 

13,325 

Total  mileage 

62,402 

45,339 

1 2,660 

27,804 

; 5,406 

143,611 

Number  of  ambulances 
per  station 

3 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Whether  manned  by  vol- 
untary or  full-time 
personnel  

1 

3 

2 

Vol. 

1 

1 

1 

Vol. 

6 

Full-time 

Full-time 
& 1 Vol. 

AmTance 
used  by 
Vol.  & 
Full-time 
Driver 

i 

i 

i 

Full-time 
3 Vol. 

SITTING  CASE  CARS— Taxis. 

No.  of  journeys  No.  of  Cases  Total  Mileage 

1,939  5,710  91,291 

MENTAL  HEAI.TH  SERVICE. 

This  service  is  under  the  supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Ofl&cer  of 
Health. 

ORTHOPAEDIC  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  ; 


Name  of  Clinic 

Date  and  Time  of  Clinic 

Surgeons  attend 

Nantyglyn  Clinic, 
Colwyn  Bay  . . . 

Alternate  Thursday  mornings. 

Every  3 months. 

Plas-y-Dre,  Bala  .. 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings 
in  each  month. 

Every  3 months. 

Drill  Hall,  Llan_ 
rwst 

2nd  and  4th  Tuesday  mornings 
in  each  month. 

Every  3 months. 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  at  hospitals  in  Llcuidudno,  Wrexham,  Chester, 
Bangor  and  St.  Asaph. 

SCHOOL  OPHTHALMIC  CLINICS. 

These  Clinics  are  held  as  follows  ; 

At  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Wednesdays  (fortnightly)  by 
appointment. 

At  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  on  Wednesdays  (monthly)  by 
appointment. 

CHILD  GUIDANCE  CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Bod  Difyr,  Cefn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Wednesdays  and  Fridays. 

At  Gatefield  Clinic,  Kings  Mills  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursdays,  and 
by  appointment  on  Fridays. 

CHEST  CLINICS. 

Patients  attend  the  Chest  Clinics  held  weekly  at  Bala,  Llandudno, 
Rhyl  and  Denbigh,  or  by  appointment  at  the  Chest  Qinic,  Grosvenor 
Road,  Wrexham. 


FAMILY  PLANNING  CLINICS. 

Clinics  are  held  as  follows  : 

At  Nant-y-Glyn  Clinic,  Colwyn  Bay,  on  Mondays,  between  2-30  p.m. 
and  3-30  p.m. 

At  No.  1 Grosvenor  Road,  Wrexham,  on  Thursdays,  between  2 and 
4-30  p.m. 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

Mothers  take  their  babies  to  one  of  the  under-mentioned  clinics,  which 
serve  the  area  and  the  attendances  at  these  clinics  during  the  year  were 
as  follows  : 


First  Visits  Total  Visits 

Under  1 year  1-2  years  2-5  years 


Llanrwst  59  86  156  1568 

Gian  Conway  4 13  8 34 


Welfare  foods  are  available  at  the  Clinics  during  the  clinic  session  and 
also  at  the  following  depots  for  the  convenience  of  mothers  who  are  unable 
to  attend  the  Clinic  : 

Mrs.  D.  P.  Evans,  The  Post  OfiSce,  Maerdy. 

Mrs.  Lewis,  The  Shop,  Pentrellyncymer. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Roberts,  The  Post  Office,  Glasfryn. 

Mr.  Ellis,  The  Post  Office,  Pentrevoelas. 
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TRANSPORT  TO  CLINICS. 

Transport  is  provided  to  take  mothers  and  babies  from  Eglwysbach 
to  Gian  Conway  and  from  Pentrevoelas  and  Nebo  to  Llanrwst  Clinics  as 
there  is  no  convenient  bus  service  from  these  areas.  The  number  of  mothers 
and  babies  who  took  advantage  of  this  service  was  : 

Pentrevoelas  and  Nebo  to  Llanrwst  ; Mothers  13,  Babies  10. 
Eglwysbach  to  Gian  Conway  ; Mothers  4,  Babies  4. 

CHIROPODY  SERVICE. 

This  Clinic  is  held  at  The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst,  by  appoint- 
ment. Patients  are  referred  to  this  Clinic  by  General  Practitioners,  Health 
Visitors  and  District  Nurses.  A charge  of  2/6d.  per  treatment  is  made. 
The  number  of  persons  who  attended  at  this  Clinic  during  the  year  was 


as  follows  : 

Number  referred  for  treatment 72 

Number  of  first  visits 13 

Number  of  re-visits 130 

Number  of  appointments  made 206 

Number  of  appointments  kept  143 

Number  given  free  treatment — 


Patients  from  the  Rural  District  who  attended  the  above  Clinic  are 
included  in  the  above  figures. 

Free  treatment  was  given  during  the  year  to  aged  persons  living  at 
Bryn  Derwen  and  Dolanog  Homes  for  the  Aged.  The  number  of  treatments 
given  as  follows  : 

Bryn 

Derwen  Dolanog 

Actual  number  of  treatments  given 60  163 

DENTAL  CLINICS. 

This  Clinic  is  held  as  and  when  necessary  at  the  Clinic,  Watling  Street, 
Llanrwst,  and  cases  are  referred  from  the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic.  The 
following  figures  shows  the  number  of  cases  examined  and  treated  during 


the  year  and  include  patients  from  the  Rural  District  ; 

Number  of  cases  referred  for  treatment 6 

Number  of  cases  requiring  treatment  5 

Number  of  cases  treated  5 

Number  of  cases  completed  treatment 5 

NURSING  SERVICES. 


The  following  are  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  nursing  staff  serving 
the  area  : 

Mrs.  M.  R.  Roberts,  Avondale,  Chapel  Street,  Corw^en. 

Tel.  No.  Corwen  156. 

Miss  R.  H.  Jones,  The  Clinic,  Watling  Street,  Llanrwst. 

Tel.  No.  Llanrwst  345. 

Miss  J.  B.  Edwards,  Health  Department,  Civic  Centre,  Colwyn  Bay, 

Tel.  No.  Colwyn  Bay  55271. 

Mrs.  Roberts  also  carries  out  District  Nursing  relief  duties  in  the 
Cerrigydrudion  area.  , 
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Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor  ; 

Miss  M.  Thomas,  21  Severn  Road,  Colwyn  Bay. 

District  Nurses  ; 

Sister  A.  M.  Ellwood,  Libbylyn,  Penrhyd  Hall,  Talycafn. 

Sister  M.  R.  Roberts,  Avondale,  Corwen. 

Sister  H.  C.  Munro,  2 Cae  Lwyd,  Cerrigydrudion. 

Sister  M.  Modinos,  Glascoed,  Llangernyw,  Abergele. 

SCHOOL  HEALTH  ATTENDANT 

The  School  Health  Attendant  visited  various  schools  in  the  Rural 
District  during  the  year  to  test  the  hearing  and  vision  of  the  children.  A 
portable  audiometer  and  vision  screening  apparatus  was  used,  and  child- 
ren who  were  found  to  have  defective  hearing  and/or  vision  were  followed 
up  and  referred  to  a Consultant  for  further  examination  where  necessary. 
The  number  of  vision  sweeps  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as 


follows  : 

Number  of  children  tested 266 

Number  satisfactory 252 

Number  of  defects 4 

Number  for  investigation  ...  4 

Number  for  observation  Nil 


The  number  of  audiometric  sweeps  carried  out  during  the  year  was  as 


follows  : 

Number  of  children  tested 338 

Number  satisfactory 328 

Number  of  defects ...  ...  10 

Number  for  investigation 7 

Number  for  observation 3 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 


The  number  of  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided  was  as  follows  : 


Chronic  Sick  and  Aged  27 

Others 1 
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